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90% 
OF ALUMNI HAVE 
ENROLLED  
IN COLLEGE
and other post secondary 
programs. 

100% 
OF STUDENTS  

graduate from high school.

The late Monsignor Mateo Sheedy, the pastor of Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Church, saw the children of his parish struggle 
to finish high school, resulting in limited educational and career 
opportunities. Early adolescence is a critical stage in the lives of 
young people, and Fr. Mateo envisioned a middle school that would 
provide the academic, spiritual, and emotional support needed to 
inspire the students to transform their lives through education. In 
the early months of 2000, a Jesuit priest, Fr. Peter Pabst, became 
available to undertake this project, bringing with him the Nativity 
model of education.

In early 2001, rehabilitation of the 50-year-old Sacred Heart School 
began, and the first sixth grade class of boys started school in 
September of 2001. To complete Fr. Mateo’s dream, Our Lady of 
Grace Nativity School for girls was opened in July of 2006. 

We now have 80 students in grades 6, 7, and 8 and are the only 
non-profit, private Catholic middle school in the San Jose area 
focusing on academic intervention for underserved students.

Our families earn an average income of $30,000 and are only asked 
to pay $40 per month to cover activity fees. Currently, 96% of the 
youth we serve are Latinx, most are from immigrant families, and 
English is likely not the primary language spoken in the home. The 
schools provide a Catholic education for students living within 
the surrounding neighborhood, with priority given to those of the 
Sacred Heart Parish community.

The Nativity Schools seek to lay the foundation for students to 
succeed in college prep high school programs, in college, and 
beyond. For the past few years, we have seen 85% of eighth 
graders gain acceptance to a Catholic, college prep high school, and 
100% of our alumni graduate from high school on time. Of recent 
high school graduates, 90% are enrolling in college, university, and 
other post-secondary programs. College students are graduating 
from schools such as Santa Clara University, San Jose State, Cal 
State Merced and UC Santa Barbara, just to name a few.
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WELCOME

2021–22  
Board of Directors
Burke, Katie
Maguire, Scott
Matasci, Keith
Meyercord, Chris
Mills, S.J., Brad
Mora, Bobby
Page, Liz
Piceno, Jesus
Romano, Jenny Elena
Ruvalcaba, Emily
Schott, Tom
Sepulveda, Sandra
Zirkel, Sabrina

Dear Friends and Supporters of Nativity,

We are thrilled that school started last month with everyone back on campus! 
The sounds of joyful students filling our hallways and classrooms make our hearts 
so happy. We have missed having a full house, and it feels great to be back.

As we put the finishing touches on our five-year strategic plan, our theme, “Ignite 
our Community’s Curiosity and Reimagine Success,” is reflective of some of the 
changes and difficult decisions we were forced to make last year 
due to COVID-19. Our academic programs and the newly formed 
Support Services team fill us with much hope, and we feel that the 
pandemic could be considered our “cannonball moment.” Like St. 
Ignatius, we dug deep and kept the learning continuous, focusing 
not only on academics but on prioritizing the social-emotional 
wellness of our students. Last year, even with our hybrid learning 
model, our students achieved measurable success and grew both 
academically and spiritually.

During this 2021–22 school year, the Ignatian Year, with 100% of 
our students back on campus and new team members in place, 
we build on the momentum from the last school year to ignite the 
excitement and joy of learning in many ways:

•	Opening the school year with an all-school novel where 
students can engage in literature, and critically think and act on social justice 
issues.

•	Returning to an active and engaging activity period in extended day 
programming where students can participate in clubs including art & 
advocacy, philosophy, volleyball, coloring, soccer, and more!

•	Gathering as a community to engage deeply in scripture and prayer every 
Friday celebrating Eucharist, Liturgy of the Word, or dialogue together 
during Christian Life Community groups.

•	Offering students new technology such as Chromebooks that connect with 
large TV monitors in each classroom. Teachers are equipped with new 
applications and resources to prepare students as 21st-century learners.

•	Committing to Cura Personalis and our care for the whole person with the 
formation of a Support Services team. The team was formed to support 
not only our current students but also alumni and families with services in 
academic, career, socio-emotional, and spiritual needs.

•	 Integrating curriculum and expanding cross-curricular programming such as 
offering fiction and non-fiction books with stories that relate to the specific 
content of the STEM class.

We are so grateful for your support throughout the pandemic and want you to 
know how much our entire school community appreciates you and holds you in 
our prayers every day. 

With Gratitude and Blessings,

   

Deacon Rubén Solorio			   Lorraine Shepherd 
President				    Principal
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THANKS 
TO  OUR  VOLUNTEERS

HOW VOLUNTEERS INSPIRE SUCCESS
With the many uncertainties we faced last year, one thing that 
remained constant was our committed group of volunteer tutors from 
the community, who join us every year to work with students on 
classwork and high school application essays.

Nativity students enter the 6th-grade testing one to two grade levels behind 
in English Language Arts (ELA) and math. When it comes to interventions that 
can help students get back on track, tutoring (one-on-one or in small groups) 
is top of mind for most educators. Whether it was over Zoom, or socially 
distanced on the school campus, the tutors proved invaluable. As Principal 
Lorraine Shepherd says, “the tutors were an instrumental part in our students’ 
success last year.” 

The tutors at Nativity believe that they personally benefit as much as the 
students. Katie Burke, one of the original tutors starting in 2006, says, “when 
I stepped out of my blessed world to understand how much the students had 
to deal with outside of school, I realized how very strong they were. It was a 
great gift and pleasure to work with them.”

Bill Blockie decided to focus his retirement on providing service to others. 
When he’s not taking his therapy dog to the Jesuit Retirement Center, he is 
helping Nativity students with English language skills including vocabulary, 
reading, writing, and understanding current events. He enjoys integrating his 
Catholic faith with his teaching and is “so happy to have found this school.”

Tim “Coach” Johnson says, “Instead of retiring, I have ‘refocused.’ My greatest 
joy comes from using my “God-given, how-lucky-I-am” ‘gifts’ to work 
alongside motivated, determined, inspirational Nativity students who are 
hellbent on Breaking the Cycle of Poverty through Education.” Tim works with 
eighth graders to prepare their essays for the private high school applications 
AND works with high school alumni on their applications to college. He finds it 
particularly satisfying to witness immediate, tangible results.

THANK YOU TO OUR  
MOST RECENT TUTORS!

Bill Blockie

Eileen Block

Genie Florczyk

Samantha Fontilla

Michelle Hansen

Tim Johnson

Sr. Catherine King

Sr. Anne Locke

Rich Ragany

Curtis Westerfield

Instead of retiring, I have ‘refocused.’ My greatest 
joy comes from using my “God-given, how-lucky-I-
am” ‘gifts’ to work alongside motivated, determined, 
inspirational Nativity students who are hellbent on 
Breaking the Cycle of Poverty through Education.” 
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Congratulations to Jonathan MacArt, the winner of 
the 2020–21 Ignatian Educator Award. This honor is 
given to the faculty member who best exemplifies the 
spirit of Magis, a Jesuit philosophy of doing more for 
Christ, and therefore doing more for others.	

Jonathan graduated from Bellarmine College 
Preparatory in 1988 and has always felt the sincere 
need to return the “gift” of an Ignatian Education that 
he received and enjoyed. In the past seven years at 
Nativity Schools, he has fulfilled his life-long dream: to 
be an Ignatian Educator.

During the award ceremony, Lorraine described some 
of the reasons that Jonathan was chosen for the 
award this year:

“Particularly in the last 18 months, Jonathan has been 
a stabilizing force as we navigated the challenges of 
educating our students through the pandemic. He is 
the self-proclaimed germophobe in the building, but 
he did not waver in his care of our students. There 
were many demands put on him, but he never said 
NO to a request.”

IGNATIAN 
EDUCATOR

STAFF

“Whatever you are doing, that which makes you feel 
the most alive...that is where God is.”

~St. Ignatius of Loyola



6

NEW STAFF  
MEMBERS

PATRICIA LOPEZ – Associate 
Director of Graduate Support

Patricia graduated from San Jose State 
University with a degree in Sociology 
with an emphasis in Criminal Justice. 
She began working in education in 
2001, and one of her favorite jobs 
was working on programs which 
support parents during their students’ 
educational journey. While working 
at the Roberto Cruz Leadership 
Academy, she came to Nativity on 
numerous occasions to work with 
the 8th graders to understand their 
high school options and graduation 
requirements in preparation for 
college. Her experiences make her a 
perfect fit for the Graduate Support 
Team, and we are thrilled to have her. 
Patricia says,” I am excited to jump 
back into this Academic Advisor/
College Advisor role with the Grad 
Support program. I love helping 
students navigate their high school 
journey and support them through 
their college planning process. I am 
happy for this opportunity and feel 
blessed to be part of the Sacred Heart 
Nativity Family”.

HECTOR MARTINEZ ’11 – 
Spanish Teacher

Hector is one of our distinguished 
alumni who have found their way 
back to the Nativity campus. He 
recalls being very excited to attend 
Nativity as a sixth grader and has 
fond memories of his time as a 
middle school student, especially 
attending Saturday school. He 
attended Bellarmine College Prep 
High School and graduated from 
Santa Clara University in 2019 with 
degrees in Psychology and Spanish. 
Hector is excited to be back at Nativity 
teaching Spanish. He feels at home 
in this community and remembers 
that his basic values were formed 
here by his teachers and mentors. He 
understands that teaching is a big 
responsibility and hopes to inspire 
his students, in the Ignatian spirit, to 
become men and women for others. 

IVIEMA BERNAL ’11 – Counselor

When asked what it was like to 
attend Nativity as a middle school 
student, Iviema recalls, “when I 
attended Nativity as a 6th grader, I 
was incredibly shy and quiet. But, as 
I was encouraged by my teachers, I 
began to open up and became part of 
the student council.” Iviema attended 
Notre Dame High School and then 
went on to earn degrees in psychology 
and Spanish studies at UC Santa Cruz. 
She is currently attending Santa Clara 
University in pursuit of a master’s 
degree in counseling psychology. She 
is thrilled to be back at the place that 
helped crack open her shell. “I hope 
that I am able to help the students and 
be part of a team that is determined to 
make a difference in this community.” 
She says, “I am learning a lot from 
my peers and am definitely learning 
a lot about myself as I work with the 
students”.
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DIVIANA NAVARRO – English Language Arts Teacher

Diviana was born and raised in Watsonville and attended a public college prep 
charter high school called Ceiba College Prep Academy before earning a double 
degree in Communications and Spanish from Santa Clara University. When 
asked why she wanted to teach at Nativity, she said, “Sacred Heart Nativity 
is a very special place with a mission that resonates deeply with me and my 
own lived experience as a first-generation, low-income, Latinx student. I am 
passionate about serving the Sacred Heart Nativity school community because 
of how important it is to get more BIPOC students to and through college 
and beyond.” She hopes to not only grow as an educator, but as a role model 
and mentor-figure for the students. This is her first year teaching in an actual 
classroom, and she is thankful to no longer be on Zoom. She says, “I am so 
grateful to have joined such a welcoming and understanding community”.  

MARISOL MARTINEZ ’13 – Magis Coordinator

Marisol is the youngest of our alumni hires and sees many positive changes 
in the school since she was a student. She is excited to be part of the school 
community and looks forward to helping students visualize a positive future for 
themselves. When describing her experience at Nativity, she says “My middle 
school years shaped the way that I did my schoolwork. I learned to organize 
my workload so that I still had energy to do activities after school. Those 
organizational skills helped me in high school and college, and I still implement 
them in my life today.” Marisol attended Saint Lawrence Academy for the first 
three years of high school, and then graduated from Notre Dame, San Jose. She 
went on to UC Merced, where she earned a degree in psychology with a minor 
in Spanish. “When there was an opportunity to work at Nativity, I thought what 
better way to give back than to return to my own middle school and help the 
students, knowing that once, I was one of them.”

FACULTY AND STAFF
Iviema Bernal ’11
Maria Buckallew
Atziri Cendejas ’17
Julie Henriques
Rose Jimenez
Pam Klaus
Patricia Lopez
Jonathan MacArt

Hector Martinez ’11
Marisol Martinez ’13
Jacqueline Mendez
Diviana Navarro
Marc Ortiz
Jennifer Packard
Patricia Perez
Barbi Phipps

Lewis Poche
Robert Rodrigues
Jackie Romo
Lorraine Shepherd
Deacon Rubén Solorio
Raul Tornel
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CELEBRATING NATIVITY’S 18th  
GRADUATING CLASS
Sacred Heart Nativity Schools celebrated a Baccalaureate 
Mass and graduation ceremony on May 28th to honor the 
Class of 2021. The event was held in the parking lot of 
the school, and COVID protocols were followed. With the 
graduates seated in the middle, immediate family members 
encircled the students with their cars and folding chairs 
to witness the ceremony. We were honored to have the 
Most Reverend Bishop Oscar Cantú preside over the Mass 
and ceremony, assisted by Rev. Luis Vargas and our own 
Deacon Rubén Solorio.

Principal, Lorraine Shepherd, sums up the class as being 
one filled with JOY and LAUGHTER. Even after the 
pandemic forced the school to close part way through their 
7th grade year, the students remained positive and were 
diligent in completing their schoolwork.

In the words of valedictorian, Camila, 
“It was a year we’ll all remember. 
Despite the unprecedented times 
of Covid and social unrest, we 
made it the best year possible. We 
persevered, showed resilience, and 
adapted in these tough times. To the 
staff, faculty and our families who 
have shown us tremendous support 
and love all three years, we thank 

you .To my fellow classmates and friends who never failed 
to lighten up the classroom and make me laugh, I thank 
you. Where has the time gone? We have created many 
memories.”

This was a strong class full of hard-working students, 
as evidenced by the high number of students who were 
accepted to private Catholic high schools—21 out of 26 
students.

Deacon Rubén told the students, “If you were able to 
survive the pandemic during your 7th and 8th grade years, 

there is no limit to what you can do in high school; you will 
continue to rise and thrive!”

This sentiment was echoed by the male valedictorian, Luis, 
in his speech to the class:

“We spent a lot of time on Zoom until 
we were allowed back on campus, 
but we never gave up hope and we 
were as cheerful as we had always 
been. It is too difficult to know what 
is in store for all of us in the future. 
Yet, I wouldn’t have been able to get 
into my high school of choice without 
Nativity’s help and so I am grateful for 
all the opportunities given to me. The 

class of 2021 thanks all who supported us and all who will 
continue to support our bright futures ahead in high school, 
college, and the unknown.”

Camila and Luis jointly wished the students well: “Our dear 
classmates, we are all about to enter the next chapter of 
our lives. Congratulations Wildcats. We did it! We’d like to 
leave you with these words from St. Ignatius of Loyola, Go 
Forth and set the world on fire!”

(Camila is now attending Notre Dame San Jose and Luis 
attends Bellarmine College Prep.)

CLASS OF 2021 
GRADUATION
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ALUMNI  
BACCALAUREAT  MASS

ALUMNI

On the feast of Saint Ignatius (July 31), Nativity welcomed alumni who 
had graduated from 8th grade, 12th grade and college during 2021 
for a special Baccalaureat Mass to honor their achievements. We were 
joined by The most reverend Bishop Oscar Cantú who presided over 
the ceremony.

As part of the ceremony, we were able to honor the three recipients 
of the Ignatian Magis Award. This award is given to a community 
member who best exemplifies the spirit of the magis, the more, that 
leads us towards the greater glory of God and models the values of 
Ignatian spirituality with significant commitment to 
Cura Personalis, the care of the whole person, providing 
leadership and selfless service to our students, alumni, 
and families.

•	2019 honoree: Kevin Eagleson who served for  
14 years as principal

•	2020 honoree: Rose Jimenez who has served the 
school for 20 years

•	2019 honoree: Jesus Piceno ’04 who has served 
as a volunteer for 10 years

Alumni and their families enjoyed catching up with 
old friends, and visiting the middle school where 
they began their journey of success. Many of our 
alumni are inspired to come back to vounteer at the 
school, because they care so much about the Nativity 
community.
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Ignatian Visionary 
Circle 
$50,000+
Nancy and Charles* Geschke
Joan and Bob McGrath
Grace A. Sanfilippo
Andrea and Joseph Thomas
Anna and Don* Waite
Charmain and  
Dan Warmenhoven

Loyola Society 
$20,000–$49,999
Mari and Manuel Alba
Thomas Biagini
Katie and Chris Burke
Bebe and B.J. Cassin
Marlene and Jim D’Amico
Ginny and Rich Haughey
Ladies of Charity 
Peggy and Lon Normandin
Elizabeth and Mark Page

A.M.D.G. Society 
$10,000–$19,999
Anonymous
Rooney Blach
Cathy Bonnici
GDJ Dorai
Mary Ellen and Tom* Genovese
Ann and Ron Hallagan
Danielle LeBaron and David 
Hathaway
Virginia A. Haughey*
Ellen and Pat McGuire
Debbie Peterson
Sandy and George Quinn
Genevieve and Richard Rolla
Gwynne and Phillip Rolla
Lorena and Rubén Solorio
Craig Ulrici

Magis Society 
$2,500–$9,999
Julie and Kevin Albanese
Anonymous
Mary and Douglass Aumack
Janice and Thomas Berthold
Mike and Dana Black
Katie and Michael Boennighausen
Daniel Caputo
Linda Chin and John Parissenti
Cathy and Gregory Cioth
Heather and Brian Crane
Dee Danna
Gema and Guillermo Diaz
Jennifer and Philip DiNapoli
Molly and Rick Fezell
Josie and Geoff Fox
Barbara and Paul Gentzkow
Bill Giannini
Kim and Greg Gillas
Jane and Michael Guerra
Josephine Guidace
Michelle and John Hansen

Denise Heeg
Pam and Bill Klaus
Mary Lou Lawrence
Jeanette and Chris Meyercord
Pat and Rich Mora
Patricia Morgan
Joanne and Michael Moul
Tim O’Donnell
Carolyn and Bob* Peters
Laura Poche
Cindy and Randy Pond
Mary Ann and Joe Ramirez
Jenny Elena and Joe Romano
Emily Ruvalcaba
Carol Sabatino
Pat and Tom Schneck
Jami and Tom Schott
Elizabeth and Preston Smith
Jennie Vasquez-Morse
Elizabeth and Gregory Vaughan

Jesuit Family 
Society 
$1,000–$2,499
Mary and Stephen Almassy
Steve Almassy
Anonymous
Sonya and Chris Arriola
Shelly and Daniel Barsanti
Maria and Eric Bellafronto
Barbra and Stephen Besse
Margie and Michael Blach
John Boncher
Mary Ellen and Arnold Bruni
Susan and William Carter
Sharon and Jim Caviglia
Robert Cazale
Bernard Clougherty
Wendy and Tim Connors
Joni and David Cropper
Donna and Mitch Dale
Helen Danna
Cathy and Joe De Maria
Maureen and Richard D. Debolt
Christine and Mike DeKlotz
Gretchen and Matt DiNapoli
Charlotte Doudell
Kathleen and Nicholas Fedeli
Susan Flach
Mariana and Victor J. Giacalone
Terry and Rick Giorgetti
Rebecca and Patrick Guerra
Xavier Gutierrez
Cheryl and Michael Halloran
Katie and Winston Jaeb
Karen and Tim Johnson
Ginny and Jack Kavanaugh
Kathleen McNamara and 
Richard Keenan
Chris Klostermann
Timothy LeBaron
Susan and Don Lenz
Laura and Salvador Liccardo
Elizabeth and Bernard Lilly
Ann and Greg Lindahl
Ellen and Robert Maguire
Stanley Martinez
Diana and Keith Matasci

Joe McCarthy
Ann McEntee
James P. Mieuli
Gillian and John Montgomery
Jaclyn Mora
Monica and Luke Morey
Stacie and Ernie Moreno
Kathleen and Peter Muller
Dennis Namimatsu
Margaret and Kapil Nanda
Lynn and Jim O’Brien
Zena and Eric Olsen
Helen Owen
Marilyn Payne
Barbara and William Phipps
Jesus Piceno and  
Christopher Avila
Molly and Greg Rhine
Gerry and Daniel Rice
Marisa and David Riparbelli
Marilyn and John Ritchie
Leslie and Jason Rodriguez
Perla Rodriguez
Diann and John Ryan
Hermelinda and Roberto Sapien
Joanne Schott
John Spitters
Nancy and Todd Tomlitz
Sylvia and John Tweten
Jennifer and Michael Van Every
Dee and Peter Vesanovic
Carin and Scott Wineman
Gina and Brian Wood

Friends of Nativity 
Up to $999
Pauline and Ed Abate
Esther Acosta-Perez
Gina and Brian Adams
Catherine and Louie Agelson
Maricela Velazquez and 
Antonio Aguilar
Marjorie and Jerry Alameda
Mary Sue Albanese
Joe Albers
Irma Tomas and Heriberto 
Alcantar
Cynthia and Joseph Alcantara
Laura and Mark Alman
Gloria Alvarez
Carolyn and David Anderson
Melinda Anderson
Gina and Joe Antuzzi
Ada Arciga and Jesus Rivera
Karlie Arkin
Joan and Richard A. Arzino
Ana Mendoza and Jorge Ayala
Lisa and Brandon Bain
Sandra Ballestrasse
Charlie Bannan
Cynthia and Phil Bannan
Sheila and Bernard Bannan
Roxanne and Ralph Barnett
Lucianna Barsanti
Michelle and Michael Barsanti
Therese Bartel
Maureen Basile
Abimael Bastida
Frank Behnke

Maria and Eric Bellafronto
Charles Benson
Mary Jo and Alan Bernard
William Best
Natasha and Nickhil Bhave
Anne Biagini
Linda Binkley
Margaret and Donald Blach
Lisa and Robert Blickenstaff
Elaine  and John Blocher
Eileen Block
Mellanie and William Blockie
Debbie Rishel and Burch Boehner
Gayle and Frank Boitano
Sherry Bonaccorso
Sarah Jones Bonini
Kristin and Chris Boscia
Pam and Bob Bowe
Janet M. and Robert Boyd
Kathleen Boyd
Cathy and Gus Bozzo
Barbara Brennan
Linda and Richard Brewka
Robert Brocato
Sarah and Josh Brouillette
Darren Brown
Donna Brownell
Robert Brownstein
Clara and Ismael Bueno
Robin Burdick
Emily Burke
Adam Caillat
Sonia Calvo
Brent Cannatelli
Janet and Richard Caputo
Mary Ann Carnevale
Autumn and Alex Casadonte
Anne and Jim Cashman
Kate and Tim Caslin
Joe Cassin
Jon Cassin
Jennifer Castaneda
Josef Castaneda-Liles
Crystal Catalan
MaryAnn and Chris Cervelli
Emily and Jon Cervino
Allison Chader
Vijay Chattha
Salvador Chavez
Brian and Lisa Christensen
Beth Cintas
Caitlin Cintas
Joyceline and Lewis Claverie
Mary Ellen and William Comport
Nancy Consentino
Heidi Contreras
Gene Cook
Toby Cordone
Kathy Cordova and Susan 
Patrick
Amalfi Cortes and Luis Mendez
Alison and Mike Costa
Carolyn Cox
Gerry and Alfio Crema
Rhonda Nourse and  
Patrick Crema
Liz Crites
Mike Culcasi
Patricia Cunnane
Teri and Michael Cunniff

Margaret Damberger
Wendy and Toni Damberger
Annabelle Danielvarda
Jill and Ed Davis
Zhanette De Guzman
Teresa and Brian DeBar
Maria and Franz J. Decker
Nancy and Don DeFever
Tracy and Greg Del Carlo
Marissa and Ronald Del Rosario
Patricia DeMarlo
Amy and John Despars
Elvia and Miguel Diaz
Brad Dinsmore
Sara Lara and Eduardo Dionisio
Marsha and Edward Donati
Paulette Doudell
Nancy Fahrner Doyle
Linda Drevno
Allen Duncan
Beverley and Tony Dunn
Pat Duplan
Maria and Larry Earl
Holly and Dave Elkins
Richard Enos
Tom Evan
Robert Fambrini, SJ
Sandra L. Farris
Kathleen Feeney
Mary Lu Ferrara
Eugenie Florczyk
Camille Llanes-Fontanilla and 
Ryan Fontanilla
Monica Fox
Kathy and Robert Franceschini
John Francis
Nancy and Mark Franich
Lana and Van Freidin
Nancy and James Freitas
Josue Fuentes
Daniel Fukuyama
Stacy and Greg Galasso
Donna and Thomas Gallivan
Ruben Garcia
Sean Garcia
Teresa and Frank Garcia
Vycelka and Tim Gatto
Marne and Fredrick Geibel
Silvana and Joe Gentzkow
Katherine and Illian Georgiev
Barbara and Eugene Gerwe
Amy and Steve Giachetti
Sondra and Timothy Gill
Tracy Giorgetti
Kathleen and John Giovanola
Celeste and Steve Giusti
America Gomez
Armando Gomez
Lety Gomez
Monica Gomez
Aide Gonzalez
Rosio Gonzalez
Cheri and Robert Gorini
Lenore and Lloyd Grant
Sheila and Brian Gregory
Ginger and Joe Guerra
Karen Guldan
Maria Vallejo and Jose Gutierrez
Alejandro Guzman
Teresa and Benjamin Guzman

THANK YOU!

*Deceased
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DONORS
We are grateful for the many individuals, foundations and corporations who embrace  
our mission of Breaking the Cycle of Poverty through Education. Those who contributed between 
July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021 are acknowledged below.

Dori and Doug Hamilton
Shawn Hammett
Mary K. and John M. Hanlon
Cynthia Hanz
Francis and Mary Harvey
Gigi and Jon Harvey
Leslie Hatch
Karen and Kevin Hein
Jan and Allan Henriques
Julie and Chris Henriques
Angelina and Esau Herrera
Linda and John Herschbach
Margaret M. Higgins
Georgianna Hobbs
Marsha and Robert Holm
Rebecca Howell
Rosa and Gerardo Huerta
Bert Huffman
Claire Imelli
Henry Imwalle
Diana-Lynn and Gregg Inderhees
Lisa and Brent Jensen
Anne and Ramon Jimenez
Carlos Jimenez
Eric Jimenez
Rose Jimenez
Marlo Jones
Russell Jones
Reyad Katwan
Loni Keller
Kim Kerr
Heather Kettmann
Julie and Tom Kilty
Jennifer and Scott Kirkland
Melissa Klaus
Ryan Klaus
Valerie and Ed Klaus
Dr. Francis Koch
Mary Denise and Michael Kohl
Lydia Kokolskyj
Dana and John Kouretas
Joe Kraemer, S.J.
Mary Margaret Kroeger
Joyce and Donald Kudrna
Kristie Kuechler
Georgia and Tom Ladd
Harry Lalor
Mary Ann and Geoffrey Lamb
Gaye Landau-Leonard and  
Fred Leonard
Sara Lara and Eduardo Dionisio
Bernie and Jerry Larkin
Kate Lawrence
Jeanne and Mark Lazzarini
Donna Legge
Nena and Andrew Lehane
Joan Leis
John Lenz
Todd Lepinski
Kara Liebig
Robert Lindo
Lisa and Don Goudy
Mary Litster
Betty and Ron Lohbeck
Valerie and Robert Long
Veronica Ojeda and Esteban 
Lopez
Genevieve Luchessi
Susan Lundberg
Sarah and Mark Luthman

Ted Macauley
Therese and Jose Maes
Cassie and Scott Maguire
Silvia Mahan
Patricia and Stephen Maier
Ken Mannina
Alma Marquez
Alejandra Ramirez and Javier 
Martinez
Hector Martinez
Maria Martinez
Jamie Matasci
Katie Matice
Katherine Mattingly
Robert Mavar
Elizabeth McCarthy
Michelle and Dan McCauley
Carolyn and Michael McDonald
Patricia and James McElroy
Joy and Patrick McGivern
Marianne McGrath
Bishop Patrick J. McGrath
Nona McHale
Carmen and Charles McHugh
Richard McKay
Keri McLain
Therese and Donald McNeil
Karen and Daniel McQuade
Jennifer McRay
Mardy and Charles Meadows
Michelle Cox and Michael 
Meherin
Celeste and Joseph Melehan
Virginia and Raul Mendoza
Denise Merrill
Phyllis and Wade Meyercord
Jorge Meza Guzman
Sarah Miers
Rita Minnis
Hanh Mo
Christina and Kenneth Mobeck
Diane and Kenneth Mobeck
Jean Marie Baronas and Dennis 
Monohan
Jill and George Montanari
Ray Montgomery
Boris Morales
Carlo Morales
Gabriel Morales
Justino and Dominga Morales
Sherry Mordecai
Rita Moreno
Amy and Patrick Morey
Tom Morman
Fr. John Mossi, SJ
Jill and Kevin Moul
Jane E. Mraz
Susan Munne
Bonnie Nelson
Aevanne Ni Sheoighe
Arlene Pasetta Nobriga
Ruby Norona
Rosalie and Jack Nourse
Lara and Scott O’Brien
Rev. Eugene O’Donnell
John Oleson
Silvia Olivares
David O’Mara
Barbara and Juan Carlos Orellana
Sandra and Michael Orlando

Marc Ortiz
Bailey Owen
Fr. Peter Pabst, S.J.
Sheri and George Pabst
Michael Pacelli
Jennifer and Ron Packard
Gladis Padilla
Elizabeth Palafox
Marilyn Palmer
Amy Parada
Patrice and Philip Micciche
Julie and Craig Paulsen
Fr. Jon Pedigo
Susan and James Pershon
Laura Pesavento
Laura Peterson
Elissa and Greg Pignati
Ronald Pine
Lenora and Steven Pinkston
Megan and Scott Polhemus
Kristin Poolos
Vickie and Mike Pope
Paul Porrovecchio
Cathy and Jason Portman
Barry Posner
MaryAnn Poulos
Cathy and Duke Powers
Betsy Preciado
John Prindiville
Carol and James Provenzano
Allison Pruitt
Jeff & Cathy Purnell
Esther Quement
Christine Quilici
April and Matthew Quilter
Lourdes Quinteros
Gilda and Gary Raczkowski
Corrine Raffanti
Kelly and John Rainey
Alfredo Ramirez
Joanna Ready
Kathy and Matt Ready
Carly Reiss
Mary Beth and Ron Riley
Maria Sanchez and Alberto 
Rios
Jean and James Riparbelli
Christine Robbins
Elizabeth Robbins
Julie and Mark Robson
Robert Rodrigues
Elidia Rodriguez
Lupe Rojas
Jacqueline Romo
Elizabeth Rosemond
Tina Rossi
Mary and Bert Rouleau
Rosa Ruiz
Emma Ryan
Wendy and John Ryan
Rocio Salazar
Melissa Salgado
Francisco Salguero
Yolanda Samano
William San Hamel
Donna L. Sanchez
Diana Sanchez-Bentz
Nancy and David Sandretto
Dolores Santa Cruz
Christine Santelli and Matt Fruin

Olga Santiago
Antoinette and Edmund 
Sarraille
Gianna Saso
Rose Saso
Chrissy Saunders
Melinda Savella
Dorothy Scarpace
Celine and Curtis Schmidek
Margaret Schneck and  
Scott Henderson
Karen and Stephen Schneider
Kathleen and Patrick Schneider
Mary Lou Schoone
Leslie and Michael Schott
Sandra Sepulveda
Bishop Carlos Sevilla, S.J.
Lisa and George Shannon
Sharon and Frank Nunes
Lorraine and Chuck Shepherd
Eileen Shipp
Daniel Silva
Ted and Rita Simas
Barbara F. Simmons
Denise Slade and  
Dennis M. Coonan
Elizabeth Smith
Elizabeth and Michael Smith
Jeanine Smith
Dede and Roger Smullen
Chang So
Daniel Soares
Cristina Solorio
Rosa María Solorio
Yvonne and Geoff Spencer
Jane St. Pierre
Pamela and Chadwick Stearns
Heather and Bob Steinbock
Joan and Jim Stoelker
Helen Stone
Lara Stowers
Anna Strauss
Mary Lou and Ron Strong
Jill and Gary Sullivan
Frank Sunseri
K Esther Szabo
Maureen and Cy Tabari

Angela Tarantino
Winifred Taylor-Edwards
Michael Tedone
Darlene Tenes
Jennifer Testa
Nancy Thielmann
Jill and Matthew Thoreson
Lisa Tollner Silva
Toni and Rocco Morrella
Raul Tornel
Mireya Sanchez and Juan Torres
Rita Torres
Frank Ubhaus
Laurie and Kort van Bronkhorst
Paul Van Every
Johary Velazquez
Dennis Ventry
Antonietta Vetere
Gabriella Vetere
Jane and Charles Volpe
Mary Jean and Arthur Wagner
Diana Macalintal and  
Nicholas Wagner
Teresa Wagner
Ginny and Pat Waite
Kirk Walukiewicz
Ashish Warty
Katie and Matthew Weaver
Greg Welsh
Mary and Lance Werthman
Betsy and Daniel White
Tom Wilcox
Catherine and Tobias Wolff
Jenna Woodman
Jenny and Jim Woods
Laurie Woodward
Genie and Bryan Yamaoka
Marilyn and Paul Yee
Vicki Yoshihara
Amy and Parke Young
Magi Young and James Silva
Tami and Joe Zamlich
Sandra Zaragoza
Louise Zarka
Maria Mendoza and  
Jose Zermeno
Sabrina Zirkel

NAMED TRIBUTE ACCOUNTS 
WHICH RECEIVED DONATIONS THIS YEAR

IN MEMORY OF
Maribeth Benham
Emo and Anne Biagini
Jose Calvo
Emme Carl
Paul Consentino
Clyde LeBaron
Hector Martin
Liz Moley
Robert Morse
Eddie Owen
Bob Peters
Lucy Ramirez
Joseph (Rick) Rechenmacher
Fr. Mateo Sheedy
Peter Tyler
Marge Valente
Jennie Amaya Vasquez

IN HONOR OF
Mary Aumack
Katie Burke
Kathleen Dirickson
Rita Johnson
Peter Pabst
Jesus Piceno
Mary Ann Ramirez
Beth Robbins
Missy Ryan
Eva and Mia Schwartz
Sara Solorio
Andrea Thomas

CONTINUED
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FINANCIAL 
SUMMARY

July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021

REVENUES	

Unrestricted Gifts 	 $1,538,719
CA School Nutrition Subsidy	 33,878
Tuition and Fees 	 58,500 
Quasi Endowment Draw	 289,000
Misc. Revenue	 206,488
Total	 $2,126,585

EXPENSES	

Academics	 $1,304,175 
Management and General	 411,676 
Martha’s Kitchen Lunch Payments	 33,878
Fundraising	 335,772
Total	  $2,085,501 

Note: These results are preliminary as they have not yet been 
formally audited.
Note: Revenue does not include temp restricted donations received  
of $48,566 or corresponding expenses.

Gifts in Kind
Julie and Kevin Albanese
Laura and Mark Alman
Sonya and Chris Arriola
Jesus Piceno and Christopher 
Avila
Gerry and Bill Beasley
Bellarmine College Preparatory
Berkeley Country Club
Debbie Rishel and Burch 
Boehner
Katie and Chris Burke
Beth and Gary Calfee
Campbell U-Save Liquor
Sam Carlino
Cask n’ Flask
Bebe and B.J. Cassin
Crema Properties
Gerry and Alfio Crema
Cupertino Electric, Inc.
Marlene and Jim D’Amico
Cathy and Joe De Maria
Extreme Express Car Wash
Filice Insurance
Mary Ellen Genovese
Gonzaga University
Mary K. and John M. Hanlon
Julie and Chris Henriques
Henry’s Place
Angelina and Esau Herrera
Jennifer and Scott Kirkland
Pam and Bill Klaus
La Baguette
Linked Pro Media
LUNA Mexican Kitchen
M3iWorks
Martha’s Kitchen
Dennis Namimatsu
Rosalie and Jack Nourse

Sarah Osborne
Palermo Italian Restaurant
The Party Helpers
Pho Wagon
Polytec Products
Mary Ann and Joe Ramirez
Robert Raney
Molly and Greg Rhine
Ristorante Fratello
Genevieve and Richard Rolla
Gwynne and Phillip Rolla
San Jose Unified School 
District
Mark Scadina
Dorothy Scarpace
Kim Selby
Andrea and Joseph Thomas
Vucko’s Liquor
Mary Jean and Arthur Wagner

Corporate Giving
Many companies offer 
Matching Gift programs as a 
benefit to their employees , 
and often to retirees, resulting 
in their gifts to Nativity being 
matched.

Ace Charter School
Adobe Systems Incorporated
Advent Software
AmazonSmile Foundation
Apple Inc.
Archbishop Mitty High School
Arm Inc.
Bellarmine College Preparatory
Bellarmine Jesuit Community
Berliner Cohen
Blach Family Foundation
The Brennan Family  
Charitable Fund
Bridge Bank
Caltronics
Dan Caputo Company
Carter Family Charitable 
Foundation
The Catholic Community 
Foundation of Santa Clara 
County
Chevron Corporation
Cisco Systems, Inc.
Crema Properties
Cristo Rey San Jose Jesuit  
High School
Cupertino Electric, Inc.
D’Amico Tire Service  
Company, Inc.
Devcon Construction, Inc.
J. Philip & Jennifer DiNapoli 
Foundation
Diocese of San Jose

Do Good Docs Corporation
Facebook
Fidelity Foundation
First Tech Federal Credit Union
The Foundation for Hispanic 
Education
The GE Foundation
The Law Offices of Timothy Gill
Google
Guadalupe/Washington 
Neighborhood Assoc.
Guerra Realty Company
The Guidace Family 
Foundation
The Steven L. Hallgrimson 
Foundation Inc.
Heffernan Foundation
Heritage Bank of Commerce
Hewlett Packard Enterprise
Hopkins & Carley
Iacopi, Lenz & Company
Institute for Leadership  
in Ministry
Italian Catholic Federation of 
St. Martins Church
Jesuits West Province
Latino Education Advancement 
Foundation
LUNA Mexican Kitchen
M & J Storage
Marchese Family Foundation
Menard Family Foundation
Microsoft Corporation
Mission City Community Fund
Mora Family Foundation
Moreno & Associates
Morgan Stanley
Notre Dame High School
Olander Family Foundation
Our Lady of Refuge
Outrageous Foundation

Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company
PF Charity
Pfahnl and Hunt
Presentation High School
Quest Foundation
Ravizza Family Foundation
Republic Urban Properties
Rocketship Education  
Network Support
The Sage Fund
Saint Francis High School
Santa Clara University
Patricia A. and Stephen C. 
Schott Foundation
Serrano Electric
The Leo M. Shortino Family 
Foundation
Claire Graham Smith Trust
St. Cyprian Parish
St. Elizabeth Catholic Church
St. Francis of Assisi Parish
St. Thomas of Canterbury 
Church
The Sovereign Order  
of St. John
Starbucks
George G. Stuart and Jeanette 
A. Stuart Charitable Trust
Total Quality Maintenance, Inc
United Way of Greater Atlanta
University of Notre Dame
VMware, Inc.
Warmenhoven Family 
Foundation
Young Men’s Institute

Because you, our supporters, are very important to us, these lists were developed with great care and attention. We sincerely apologize 
for any errors and ask that you contact Pam Klaus at (408) 993-1293 x220 or pklaus@shnativity.org, so we can correct our records.
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STUDENT
SPONSORSHIP

SUPPORT

If you are looking for a way to support  
Nativity and gain a connection to the students,  
this program is for you!
At Nativity, we provide a tuition-free 
education that enables students to 
improve their circumstances through 
educational opportunities. The 
average annual income for Nativity 
families is $30,000, which is well 
below the average income in San Jose 
of $142,000. While students enter 
our program testing one to two grade 
levels behind in English and Math, 
when they graduate from 8th grade, 
they are at or above grade level and 
prepared to attend a college prep high 
school. Key elements of our program 
include:

•	Small class sizes with 13-15 
students

•	Laptop computers for all

•	Extended school day from 
7:45am – 5:00pm  
(Three meals are provided)

•	Monthly Saturday enrichment 
programs

•	Co-curricular programs include 
athletics, robotics,  
art, and Folklorico dancing 

•	An 11-month school year from 
September to July

When you 
sponsor a 

student, you’ll 
hear directly 

how the school 
is helping them 

envision a 
positive  

and exciting 
future.

Sponsorships may be paid in full, or 
through quarterly or monthly pledges:

•	$20,000 supports a student for 
a year

•	$10,000 supports a student for 
one semester

•	$5,000 supports a student for 
one quarter

We encourage groups of friends 
or relatives to pool funds toward a 
student sponsorship.  
Please contact Pam Klaus for  
details: pklaus@shnativity.org

Thank you to the  
2020-21 Student Sponsors 

Mari and Manuel Alba
Mary Sue Albanese
Thomas Biagini
Blach Family Foundation
Jennifer and Philip DiNapoli
Nancy and Charles* Geschke
Ladies of Charity
Mendard Family Foundation
Mora Family Foundation
Joanne and Michael Moul
Peggy and Lon Normandin
Outrageous Foundation
Quest Foundation
Sandy and George Quinn
Grace Sanfilippo
Patricia A. and Stephen C. Schott 
Foundation
Claire Graham Smith Trust
George G. Stuart and Jeanette A. 
Stuart Charitable Trust
Andrea and Joe Thomas
Craig Ulrici
Anna and Don* Waite
Warmenhoven Family Foundation

*Deceased
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In partnership with the Catholic Community Foundation, 
Sacred Heart Nativity Schools are fortunate to have 

multiple planned giving and endowment options for our 
generous benefactors. 

PLANNED GIVING & 
ENDOWMENTS

Consider a Planned Gift
By naming Sacred Heart Nativity Schools in your will, trust, 
retirement account or other accounts, you can play a major 
part in breaking the cycle of poverty through education for 
years to come. These gifts are exceptionally important as 
they allow us to develop long-term, lasting enhancements 
to our programs and facilities. There are many simple ways 
you can leave a planned gift. 

Bequest 
Talk to your estate planning attorney to include a simple 
percentage or dollar amount in your trust 

Retirement Account 
Name Nativity Schools as the beneficiary of your IRA or 
other retirement account – talk to your financial planner 
about if this could save your heirs on taxes

Insurance Policy 
Name Nativity Schools as the beneficiary of your life 
insurance policy

Financial Accounts 
Create a “payable on death” (POD) account for money in 
a bank account or a “transfer on death” (TOD) account for 
funds in a brokerage account

With the Catholic Community Foundation – our planned 
giving partner – we can introduce you to an estate 
planning attorney, help you brainstorm and organize your 
charitable giving desires, and show our appreciation for 
your gift.

Everyone leaves a legacy. It’s up to you to decide what that 
legacy will be. We hope that you will consider including 
Sacred Heart Nativity Schools as part of yours. 

Endowments are often the perfect recipient for planned 
gifts because they provide permanent support for the 
school. 

Sacred Heart Nativity Schools  
Fund for Tuition Assistance
This permanently restricted endowment supports tuition 
assistance for our students. The endowment is invested so 
that it will generate income for our school FOREVER. This 
fund is managed by the Catholic Community Foundation. 

Thanks to the generosity of an anonymous donor, all 
gifts made to the Sacred Heart Nativity Schools Fund for 
Tuition Assistance will be matched up to $250,000, which 
will help us reach our goal of $1 million. There are still 
$116,000 matching dollars available!

If you would like to donate online to the Sacred Heart 
Nativity Schools Endowment, please follow this link: 
catholiccf.org/shnativity   

If you prefer to make a donation to this fund by check:

•	Please make your check payable to “The Catholic 
Community Foundation” and mail it to 777 North 
First St., Suite 490, San Jose, CA 95112

•	 Include in the memo line or a note that the gift is for 
the “Sacred Heart Nativity Schools”

Sacred Heart Nativity Schools  
Operations Fund
Sacred Heart Nativity Schools has a quasi-endowment 
fund that is managed by Morgan Stanley and provides a 
predictable and steady source of yearly income to support 
operating expenses. Gifts to this endowment are made 
directly to Nativity Schools and help secure the future of 
the schools. For more information, please contact Pam 
Klaus, pklaus@shnativity.org.

All donations are fully tax-deductible.
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DEI Statement  
(Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion)

With the wide range of social justice issues that emerged in the past year, many  
discussions were held within the Nativity classrooms.  

Last spring, a group of students developed the following statement which  
is supported by our entire school community.

At Sacred Heart Nativity Schools, WE: 

•	strive for a community where we respect the dignity of all students, teachers, 
and staff no matter their race, identity, gender, religion, ability, culture, beliefs, 
or citizenship because we are all human who will be respected and seen as 
family. WE especially stand for equality and justice for oppressed people and 
minorities. WE know we are stronger together. 

•	are open to new ideas to create a better community knowing that growth and 
development are tools for learning. This means educating ourselves and others 
about the good and bad in the world.

•	 include others, making sure people feel comfortable and accepted. This 
means creating a happy environment and always inviting people with diverse 
knowledge and experience to our school community. This means creating a 
community based on respect. 

•	 fight for justice by being activists and leaders for our school and the greater 
San Jose community. Students can begin their journey of leadership through 
Campus Ministry, Student Council, and Nativity ambassador.

WE, the Sacred Heart Nativity Schools students, stand for equality, 
growth, leadership, faith, justice, and dignity.

DEI 
STATEMENT
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GOLF
Thank You for your Support!
The 14th Annual Peter Pabst, 
S.J. Legacy Tournament was a 
tremendous success. Held on 
September 27 under bright blue 
skies, 80 golfers enjoyed a glorious 
day of golf, games, and raffle prizes. 
A silent auction delighted golfers and 
non-golfers alike, and helped raise 
much needed funds for the students 
of Sacred Heart Nativity Schools 
and Cristo Rey San Jose Jesuit High 
School.

January 28, 2022 
Father Mateo Sheedy Memorial 

Event. Community members gather 
to remember the founder of  

Sacred Heart Nativity Schools.

MISSION STATEMENT
BREAKING THE CYCLE OF POVERTY THROUGH EDUCATION
Sacred Heart Nativity School for boys and Our Lady of Grace Nativity School for girls are urban Catholic middle schools. In partnership with the Society of Jesus, the 
Diocese of San Jose, and the Parish of Sacred Heart, the schools seek to lay the foundation for young women and men to succeed in college prep high school programs, 
in college, and beyond. The schools are dedicated to providing a Catholic education for students of low-income families with priority given to families of the Sacred Heart 
Parish community. In the Jesuit tradition, Nativity students are encouraged to deepen their relationship with God as they become women and men for others.

SAVE THE DATES

May 21, 2022 
FIESTA is our largest fundraising 

event of the year. Expect lots of fun 
surprises as we celebrate the  

20th Anniversary of the school.


